
 

Course Title Comparative Contract Law 

Course Code TLLM1236 

Notional 

Hours 

150 Hours 

Lectures, Class discussions, Tutorials, 

Debates, Panel Discussions, Guest 

lectures, Self-Study, Guided Readings, 

and guided research. 

No. of Credits 03 

Pre-requisites  

Course Codes 
None 

Course Type Elective  

Course Description:  

Comparative Contract Law intends to expand the knowledge of students on normative foundation 

and rules of contracts. In particular, this course provides students with a comparison of common 

law and civil law perspectives of contract law with special reference to Sri Lanka, South Africa 

and the United Kingdom. It aims at equipping students with necessary knowledge on formation 

of contract, contract drafting, contents of contract, vitiating factors, discharge and remedies. This 

course further enhances students’ critical views on the legal theories, doctrines and statutory 

provisions. Through a combination of lectures, seminars, case studies, and practical exercises, 

this course equips students with the necessary analytical and critical skills to navigate complex 

contractual issues in an increasingly globalized legal environment. Students will engage with a 

range of comparative methodologies and explore various legal systems, including but not limited 

to common law, civil law, and mixed legal systems. By examining real-world contract cases from 

different jurisdictions, students will gain valuable insights into the practical application of 

contractual principles. 

Learning Objectives 

The main objectives of the course are to: 

1. Provide the students with the necessary understanding on the formation of contracts. 

2. Direct them to perceive contemporary legal issues and developments regarding the 

application of underpinnings of contract law. 

3. Enable students with necessary skills in drafting contracts. 

4. Equip them with necessary knowledge and understanding of contents of contract and 

interpretation of contractual provisions. 

5. Provide them with the necessary skills to identify and distinguish the common law and 

civil law approaches to vitiating factors. 

6. Sharpen their critical views on law relating to discharge of contract and remedies 

 

 

 



 

Learning Outcomes  

By the end of the course candidates will be able to: 

 

1. Identify ‘contact’ as a concept and identify the elements necessary for the formation of a 

valid contract in a comparative perspective. 

2. Appreciate the rules of negotiation and drafting of a contract.  

3. Identify and analyse the contents of the contract. 

4. Recognize and compare the vitiating factors that undermine a contract. 

5. Demonstrate the circumstances which lead to the termination of a contract. 

6. Analyze the doctrine of privity and its implications for contractual obligations and rights. 

7. Explain available remedies for a breach of contract and appreciate the practical and 

theoretical context in which those remedies operate. 

8. Develop legal research and writing skills in the field of comparative contract law. 

 

Course Contents  

 

 

1. Introduction to Comparative Contract Law 

1.1.Overview of contract law principles 

1.2.Importance of comparative analysis in contract law 

1.3.Introduction to legal systems (Common law and Civil law 

jurisdictions (special reference to EU law) 

 

2. Normative foundation of contract law  

2.1.Freedom of contracts  

2.2.Sanctity of contracts  

2.3.Inequality of bargaining power 

 

3. Negotiation and drafting  

3.1.The elements of negotiation Bargaining strategies 

3.2.Interest-based bargaining 

3.3.Adversarial bargaining Drafting of contracts 

 

4. Essentials of a contract  

4.1.Agreement  

4.2.Intention to create legal relations 

4.3.Incapacity Formalities  

4.4.Consideration and Causa 

 

5. Contents of a contract  

Aligned Learning 

Outcomes 

1 & 8 

 

 

 

 

1 & 8 

 

 

 

2 & 8 

 

 

 

1 & 8 

 

 

 

1, 3 & 8 



 

5.1.Conditions  

5.2.Warranties  

5.3.Innominate terms  

5.4.Exemption clauses 

 

6. Vitiating Factors  

6.1.Mistake 

6.2. Misrepresentation  

6.3.Duress and Undue influence  

6.4.Illegality 

 

7. Discharge of a Contract  

7.1.By agreement  

7.2.By performance  

7.3.Doctrine of frustration  

7.4.Breach 

 

8. Third party rights in Contract law 

8.1.The rule of privity and its limitations 

8.2.Intended third-party beneficiaries 

8.3.Assignment of rights and delegation of duties 

 

9. Remedies 

9.1.Damages/quantum meruit basis  

9.2.Specific performance 

9.3.Injunctions  

9.4.Restitutio in integrum  

9.5. Laesio enormis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 & 8 

 

 

 

 

5 & 8 

 

 

 

6 & 8 

 

 

 

1, 7 & 8 

Methods of Teaching and Learning 

Lectures, Discussions, audio and video presentations, participant presentations, debates, panel 

discussions, guest lectures, self-study, guided readings, and guided research. 

Assessment Methods 

End Semester Evaluation Method Weight 

End-of-semester examination/ term paper / Continuous Assessment/ 

written report/ presentation/ research project 

Continuous 

Assessment – 40% 

 

End of Semester 

Examination – 60% 



 

 

 

 

 

Learning Resources  

Recommended Readings: 

 

(1) Ermanno Calzolaio, Comparative Contract Law: An Introduction, 1
st
 edn, Routledge, 

2022. 

(2) Reimann, Mathias, and Reinhard Zimmermann (eds), The Oxford Handbook of 

Comparative Law, 2
nd

 edn, Oxford Handbooks (2019). 

(3) C.G. Weeramantry, The Law of Contract – Volumes 1 & II (H.W. Cave; Mortlake Press; 

YMBA Press, 1967). 

(4) M. Furmston, M., Cheshire, Fifoot and Furmston’s Law of Contract (17
th

 edn, Oxford, 

2017). 

(5) P.S. Atiyah, An Introduction to the Law of Contract (Clarendon Press, 1995). 

 



 

Course Title Developments in Property Law 

Course Code LLM  

Notional 

Hours 

150 hours 

Lectures, Class discussions, Tutorials, 

Debates, Panel Discussions, Guest 

lectures, Self-Study, Guided Readings, 

and guided research. 

No. of Credits 03 

Pre-requisites  

Course Codes 
 

Course Type Elective  

Course Description:  

The course offers a comprehensive exploration of the historical development as well as 

contemporary issues and trends in property law. The course delves into the fundamental 

principles and theories of property law with an indepth understanding of property rights, 

ownership, and transactions. It also addresses emerging issues in property law, including digital 

assets, and the legal implications of technological advancements.  

Learning Objectives 

The main objectives of the course are;  

1. To provide a comprehensive understanding of the fundamental principles and theories of 

property law. 

2. To examine recent developments and emerging issues in property law at national and 

international levels. 

3. To analyse the impact of technological advancements and global trends on property rights 

and transactions. 

4. To provide a sound theoretical basis to critically analyse and evaluate complex issues 

relating to property.  

Learning Outcomes  

By the end of the course candidates will be able to;  

1) Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the fundamental principles and theories of 

property law. 

2) Analyse and evaluate recent developments and emerging issues in property law at the 

national and international levels. 

3) Assess the impact of technological advancements and global trends on property rights and 

transactions. 

4) Apply critical thinking and analytical skills to evaluate complex property law cases and 

problems. 



 

Course Contents  Aligned Learning 

Outcomes 

 

1.  Introduction to Property Law 

 

2. Basic Concepts and Theories of property law 

Historical development and evolution of property rights 

Traditional Property Rights 

 

3. Rights relating to property 

      Real and personal property distinctions 

Emerging Issues in Property Law 

 

4. Intellectual property rights and digital assets 

Property Law and Technology 

Genetic property and Biotechnology 

 

5. Blockchain and smart contracts in property transactions 

Privacy and data protection issues in property law 

Artificial intelligence and property management 

Global Perspectives on Property Law 

 

6. International property rights and treaties 

 

 

1 

 

1,3 

 

1,2,3 

 

 

2,3,4 

 

 

2,3,4 

 

 

 

2,3,4 

Methods of Teaching and Learning 

Lectures, Discussions, audio and video presentations, participant presentations, debates, panel 

discussions, guest lectures, self-study, guided readings, and guided research. 

Assessment Methods 

End Semester Evaluation Method Weight 

 

End-of-semester examination/ term paper / Continuous assessment/ written 

report/ presentation/ research project 

 

 

 

 

100% 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Learning Resources  

Recommended Readings  

Penner, J., The Idea of Property in Law (Oxford University Press 1997). 

Singer, J.W., Property Law: Rules, Policies, and Practices (Oxford University Press 2018). 

Graziadei, M. and Smith, L. (eds), Global Perspectives on Property Law (Oxford University 

Press 2019). 

Bouckaert, B. and De Geest, G., Property Law and Economics (Edward Elgar Publishing 

2011). 

De Filippi, P. and Wright, A., Blockchain and the Law: The Rule of Code (Harvard 

University Press 2018). 

Gerhart, P.M., Property Law and Social Morality (Cambridge University Press 2014). 



 

 

Course Title Gender and Law 

Course Code TLLM1139 

Notional 

Hours 

150 hours 

Lectures, Class discussions, Tutorials, 

Debates, Panel Discussions, Guest 

lectures, Self-Study, Guided Readings, 

and guided research. 

No. of Credits 03 

Pre-requisites  

Course Codes 
None 

Course Type Elective  

Course Description:  

The course aims to provide an insight into the intersection between gender norms and prejudices 

and laws, policies, and institutional frameworks relative to human rights of women and girls.The 

broader objective of this course is the advancement of women’s and girls’ human rights through 

policy and legal change and to create gender expertise towards this end. It will focus on the 

discriminatory impact of the gendered laws, policies, and standards on women and girls and the 

efforts taken at national and international levels to respect, protect, and fulfill women’s human 

rights. The course offers the candidates a sound theoretical basis which will enable them to 

analyze and critique the existing socio-legal norms and standards. 

Learning Objectives 

In order to achieve this the course aims to:  

1. familiarize the students with key concepts such as ‘gender’ and ‘feminist legal theories’ 

which are essential for feminist analysis of the law; 

2. enable them to identify the prevalence of inequality and discrimination against women 

and girls in law and practice;  

3. provide a thorough knowledge of international instruments designed to promote and 

protect the rights and status of women; and  

4. motivate them to work towards the betterment of law relative to the protection of 

women’s human rights.  

Learning Outcomes  

By the end of the course candidates will be able to: 

1. explain current theoretical database concerning the relation between law and gender; 

2. reflect upon the impact of the human rights law on the topics covered in a critical and 

philosophically informed manner; 



 

3. critique the role played by discriminatory laws and prejudices based on gender in the 

justice system; 

4. evaluate the international obligations in respect of human rights of women and girls; and 

5. articulate the limitations of human rights approaches to gender issues and women’s rights.   

 

Course Contents  Aligned 

Learning 

Outcomes 

 

1. Conceptual and theoretical foundations 

2. Protection of the rights of women and girls in international law and 

reporting obligations of states 

3. Cultural relativism and rights of women and girls within national 

legal systems 

4. Constitutional protection for rights of women and girls 

5. Rights of women within family contexts 

6. Women and work 

7. Physical violence and online harassment against women and girls 

8. Women’s right to health 

9. Women and rights relative to property 

10. Women and governance 

11. Women in conflict and post-conflict situations 

12. Women and their right to development 

 

1 

1,2,3,4 

Methods of Teaching and Learning 

Lectures, Discussions, audio and video presentations, participant presentations, debates, panel 

discussions, guest lectures, self-study, guided readings, and guided research. 

Assessment Methods 

End Semester Evaluation Method Weight 

     Continuous assessment 

End-of-semester evaluation  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Learning Resources  

Recommended Readings (The following list contains some basic reading. Key reading for 

each topic will be recommended separately.) 

● Catherine A. MacKinon -Women’s Laws, Men’s Laws, Harvard University Press (2005) 

● Hilary Charlesworth & Christine Chinkin -The Boundaries of International Law-A Feminist 

Analysis, Manchester University Press, (2000)  

● Radhika Coomaraswamy - Reinventing International Law: Women;s Rights as Human 

Rights in the International Community, Edward Smith Visiting Lecture, Harvard Law 

School, 12th March 1996  

● Ratna Kapur and Brenda Cossma, Subversive Sites: Feminist Engagements with Law in 

India, New Dellhi, Sage, 1996 

● Rebecca Cook, Human Rights of Women, Philadelphia:University of   Pennsylvania 

Press,(1994) 

● Catherine A. McKennon, Only Words, Harvard University Press, (1993) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Course Title PRIVATE INTERNATIONAL LAW 

Course Code TLLM12315 

Notional 

Hours 

150 hours 

Lectures, Class discussions, Tutorials, 

Debates, Panel Discussions, Guest lectures, 

Self-Study, Guided Readings, and guided 

research. 

No. of Credits 03 

Pre-requisites  

Course Codes 
None 

Course Type Elective 

Course Description:  

This course will provide the students with an in-depth knowledge of Private International Law (PIL). 

The broad reach of globalization extends to the choices of many private law affairs, and it 

increasingly has a cross-border nature because of the freedom of movement and with the effect of 

international rules governing personal transactions and migration phenomena.PIL is a branch of the 

law that deals with cases in which some relevant fact has a connection with another system of land 

on either territorial or personal grounds. This course will examine the development of conflict of 

laws, the comparison between public international law and private international law, the matter of 

‘jurisdiction’, the application of private international law rules, the choice of law, domicile, 

nationality, and residence. These aspects will be dealt with in relation to obligations, property, 

marriage, and enforcement of foreign judgments. 

 

Learning Objectives  

The main objectives of the course are: 

1. To enhance the knowledge on ‘the conflict of law’ issues involving a foreign element.  

2. To enable the students to distinguish and apply the ‘choice of law’ rules in cross-border fact 

patterns. 

3. To equip the students with the skills to critically analyse the underlying principles of Private 

International Law. 

4. To apply the principles of Private International Law in situations involving a cross-border 

element.  

 

Learning Outcomes   

At the end of the course, a student will be able to: 

1. analyse ‘the conflict of law’ issues involving a foreign element.  

2. distinguish and apply the ‘choice of law’ rules in cross-border fact 

patterns. 

3. critically analyse the underlying principles of Private International Law. 

4. apply the principles of Private International Law in situations involving a 

cross-border element.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Course Contents  Aligned 

Learning 

Outcomes 

1. The fundamental rules of Private International Law 1 

2. The Choice of Law Process  1, 2 

3. Domicile, Nationality, and Residence 

 

4. Law relating to Contracts 

 

5. Law relating to Property 

6. Law relating to Marriage and consequences 

7. Law relating to Torts 

 

2, 3 

2,3,4 

 2, 3, 4 

 2, 3, 4 

8. Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Judgments 3, 4 

Methods of Teaching and Learning 

Lectures, Discussions, audio and video presentations, participant presentations, debates, panel 

discussions, guest lectures, self-study, guided readings, and guided research. 

Assessment Methods 

End Semester Evaluation Method Weight 

End-of-semester examination/  

Term paper / Continuous assessment/ written report/ presentation/ research 

project 

60% 

40% 

Learning Resources  

1. A. Briggs, Private International Law in English Courts (1st ed, Oxford, Sept 2014) 

2. Cheshire, North, and Fawcett, Private International Law (14th ed, Oxford University Press, 

2008) 

3.   Dicey, Morris & Collins, The Conflict of Laws, (14th ed, Sweet & Maxwell, 2006)  

Profile of the Degree Holder  

Subject Specific Outcomes 

Knowledge 

Demonstrate theoretical and practical knowledge in solving interpersonal conflicts which has a 



 

 

foreign element. 

Skills   

Identify the relevance and the applicability of Private International Law rules in comprehensive 

situations with a foreign element and analyze the impact of the Private International Law rules from 

comparative and international perspectives. 

Attitude 

Build up an aptitude to negotiate the difficult conflict of law situations, defuse conflict and 

contribute to desirable social outcomes.  

 



 

Course Title Sports Law 

Course Code TLLM12317 

Notional 

Hours 

150 hours 

Lectures, Class discussions, Tutorials, 

Debates, Panel Discussions, Guest 

lectures, Self-Study, Guided Readings, 

and guided research. 

No. of Credits 03 

Pre-requisites  

Course Codes 
None 

Course Type Elective  

Course Description:  

Sport has significant implications on many subjects which are traditionally studied in a law 

curriculum. This subject focuses on the unique intersection between sports and law and seeks to 

assist lawyers and academics who work in the field of sport to understand and appreciate the legal 

dimension of sport. 

 

Learning Objectives 

The main objectives of the course are to;  

(1) enhance the knowledge of the students on the elements and sources of sports law; 

(2) enable the students to understand the legal doctrines and principles which relate to sports;  

(3) gain a sound knowledge of practices of institutions involved with sport; 

(4) provide the students with a thorough knowledge of the elements of sports-related 

governance such as anti-doping and anti-corruption; and 

(5) equip the students with necessary skills to analyse the dispute resolution mechanisms in 

the world of sport.  

Learning Outcomes  

By the end of the course candidates will be able to;  

(1) Describe the legal issues sporting organisations and sportspersons face 

(2) Identify the implications of sport on other areas of law 

(3) Evaluate the role of institutions governing sports in Sri Lanka 

(4) Appraise the body of law relating to corruption and doping 

(5) Analyse dispute resolution mechanisms within the world of sport, both internationally and 

at a domestic level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Course Contents  Aligned Learning 

Outcomes 

1. Introduction to sports law 

1.1. Elements of sports law 

1.2. Sources of sports law 

 

2. The relationship between sport and other areas of law 

2.1. Contract law 

2.2. Labour law 

2.3. Delict, criminal and civil liability 

 

3. Institutional arrangements relating to sport in Sri Lanka 

3.1. Institutions and powers 

3.2. Players associations 

 

4. Anti-doping laws 

4.1. Domestic law 

4.2. International law 

 

5. Anti-corruption law 

5.1. Domestic law 

5.2. International law 

 

6. Dispute resolution mechanisms 

Disciplinary issues 

 

7. Select issues in the world of sport 

7.1. Broadcasting and media rights 

7.2. Sports and player marketing 

7.3. Gender and sport 

 

 

LO1 

 

LO2 

 

 

LO3 

 

 

LO4 

 

LO4 

 

 

LO5 

 

LO1, LO2 

Methods of Teaching and Learning 

 

 

Lectures, Discussions, audio and video presentations, field visits, participant presentations, 

debates, panel discussions, guest lectures, self-study, guided readings, and guided research. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Methods 

End Semester Evaluation Method Weight 

Written report 

Presentation 

60% 

40% 

 

 

Learning Resources  

Recommended Readings  

Thorpe et al, Sports Law (3rd edition, Oxford University Press 2018) 


